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Chicago’s Humboldt Park Boat House Produce Mobile provides free food to persons in need. Service Provided by: Greater Chicago Food Depository and 
San Lucas United Church of Christ. 
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Why Are We Going Hungry? 


See story on page 3 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


Distribute Vacant Housing Now! 


“I never believed this could hap¬ 
pen,” said an industrial worker whose 
home is in foreclosure. His well-paying 
job has gone by the wayside. Every¬ 
thing he owns is now at risk. Unfortu¬ 
nately, more and more families who 
once considered themselves “middle 
class” are now watching the “American 
Dream” go up in smoke. 

The number of homes 
facing foreclosure is up 
65 percent over last year. 

One in every 519 house¬ 
holds received a foreclo¬ 
sure filing in April. A new 
National Coalition for the 
Homeless report says the 
vast majority of families 
losing their homes due 
to foreclosures are now 
living with friends, rela¬ 
tives — or in the street. 

The New York Times says 
desperate people are at¬ 
tempting to live illegally 
in storage units they 
rented to house their stuff 
while they wait for better times. 

Alongside this social destruction, 
corporate profits are skyrocketing, 
climbing to their highest share of nation¬ 
al income in 64 years. Further, the U.S. 
government — having merged with cor¬ 
porate interests to guarantee maximum 
profit for the corporations — is now 
debating how to help Wall Street, not 
how to provide places for people to live. 

The reality is that the laws of capi¬ 
talism mitigate against providing hous¬ 
ing or any other human necessity to 
those too poor to pay for it. The ques¬ 
tion is: how do we revolutionaries cre¬ 
ate a situation where the workers are 
fighting with the understanding that the 
system — not some individual or some 
particular party — is the source of the 


problem? Until the system is seen as 
the problem, a powerful movement 
for fundamental change cannot occur. 

The first step is to uncover why the 
masses of people, under conditions 
of hunger, homelessness and a lack of 
health care, are still loyal to the capi¬ 


talist system. To address this question, 
we have to look back in history. After 
World War II, the United States gained 
supremacy over most of the world. The 
ruling class gave part of the plunder 
back to the American people as a “pay¬ 
ment” for their political and military 
support. This allowed for millions of 
workers to purchase houses and auto¬ 
mobiles. The workers understandably 
felt they had an economic stake in the 
capitalist system. To back this up ideo¬ 
logically, the myth of the “middle class” 
— and the idea that anyone could make 
it if they worked hard enough — was 
introduced. In reality the concept of the 
“middle class” has simply been used to 
cover up the real class lines in society. 

Times are changing. Today, automa¬ 
tion is the underlying factor creating 


havoc in every aspect of the economy, 
including the housing and job market. 
It is automation — under capitalism 
— that is putting formerly productive 
workers in the soup lines and homeless 
shelters. Further, to remain competitive 
globally, America is now becoming — in 
the language of a corporate trade news¬ 
paper — the new “low wage 
country.” American Axle’s 
success in forcing their work¬ 
ers to accept draconian cuts in 
wages is just the latest example. 

How do we bring the un¬ 
derstanding of the system as 
the problem to the people so 
that they can fight in their own 
class interests for housing and 
other necessities? What we 
have in our favor is that peo¬ 
ple are getting active around 
their basic needs. In the hous¬ 
ing arena, alongside people’s 
demand for housing now, the 
government is steadily gob¬ 
bling up mountains of vacant 
real estate — commercial buildings, in¬ 
vestment properties, land, multifamily 
and single family homes, condomini¬ 
ums, mobile homes, farms and ranches. 
These properties are put on the market 
by the government as investment op¬ 
portunities for the banks and real estate 
interests. But they could and should be 
turned into public property and distrib¬ 
uted to those who need them! On the ba¬ 
sis of this kind of fight, the people can 
be taught that the capitalist system must 
be overthrown. In its place, a whole 
new cooperative society can be born. 



Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what people 
think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, a struggle 
to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite them around 
a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and free society. 
To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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‘Food Crisis’ is a Lie: There’s Plenty of Food 


People have been going hungry 
in the world for a long time. In the 
US, even the government admits that 
at least 35.5 million people (includ¬ 
ing nearly 13 million children) live in 
households considered “food insecure.” 

But over the past 18 months, a world 
“food crisis” has developed. Hundreds 
of millions are threatened with hunger. 
People in some places are eating dirt. 
The price of staples like milk, eggs, but¬ 
ter, flour and rice keeps rising. People 
are choosing between eating and pay¬ 
ing the utilities. In some countries, food 
riots have erupted. What is going on? 

First, there is no real shortage 
of food. Humanity is fully capable 
of producing all the food we need. 
The “food crisis” is being created by 
the way a market economy works. 

In a market - or capitalist - econo¬ 
my, food is just another commodity, like 
oil or autos or laundry soap. The vast 
majority of the worldwide production of 
food is controlled by a handful of giant 
agricultural and financial corporations 
and speculators. They decide how much 
food will be produced, who will get it 
and how much it will cost. Their lust 
for profits is making people go hungry. 

How is this playing itself out today? 


Help Us Continue 
Telling the Truth 

Those of us who seek funda¬ 
mental social change are engaged 
in a battle to win the hearts and 
minds of the people. This can’t 
be done without a revolutionary 
press. Every month, the People’s 
Tribune strives to bring our read¬ 
ers the stories of those who are 
struggling to move forward in a 
world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to offer 
some strategic perspective to help 
put the struggle in context and 
point the way toward victory. We 
need your help to continue doing 
this. The People’s Tribune gets 
no grants and has an all-volunteer 
staff. We rely completely on sub¬ 
scriptions and donations from our 
readers to enable us to go on tell¬ 
ing the truth. Please donate what¬ 
ever you can. See the subscrip¬ 
tion/donation form on the right.. 
You can also donate using Pay Pal 
on our web site, www.peoplestri- 
bune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


One aspect is the diversion of food crops, 
like corn, to producing biofuels. With oil 
over $ 100 a barrel, biofuels have become 
an attractive investment. If making fuel 
from com is more profitable than pro¬ 
ducing food, that’s what the capitalists 
will do. Next year, nearly one-third of 
the entire projected US corn crop is ex¬ 
pected to be used to make ethanol. And 
while com production worldwide is 
growing, the increase is being more than 
absorbed by the diversion to biofuels. A 
related problem is that, with com being 
diverted to biofuels, other more expen¬ 
sive grains are being used for animal 
feed, which drives up the price of those 
grains and makes them less available to 
feed people. One United Nations offi¬ 
cial called the diversion of food grains 
to biofuel “a crime against humanity.” 

This process of the market economy 
making people go hungry is even more 
clear when it comes to the activities of 
the speculators. As the financial markets 
have plunged in the wake of the “credit 
crisis” produced by the bursting of the 
housing bubble, speculation in food 
commodity futures has skyrocketed. 
The hedge funds and other speculators 
who had poured trillions of dollars into 
stocks and into investments backed by 
mortgages have gone looking for some 
place else to make a profit. They have 
diverted a huge amount of money into 
food and raw materials futures. This has 
driven up the prices of basic foodstuffs 
tremendously. World prices of things 
like cereals, cooking oil and milk have 
risen dramatically since the financial cri¬ 
sis began in 2006. Since the beginning 
of2006, the average world price for rice 
has risen 217 percent, wheat has gone 
up 136 percent, com by 125 percent and 
soybeans by 107 percent. The specula¬ 
tors are even betting on the price of wa¬ 
ter, and we’l 1 see that rise as a result. 

This process of speculation 
feeds on itself. The more prices 
rise, and big profits for agribusi¬ 
ness and speculators result, the more 
is invested and the more prices rise. 

On top of all this, European and 


American agribusiness has long sought 
to corner the world food market and 
make the rest of the world dependent on 
them for food, for both economic and 
political reasons. For example, corpora¬ 
tions like Monsanto are creating bioge- 
netic seeds that can only be used once. 
This has combined with a dramatic drop 


in agricultural loans from institutions 
like the World Bank and in donations 
to agriculture in other countries from 
the governments of wealthy countries. 

With modern production methods, 


humanity is well able to feed every per¬ 
son on the planet. There is no reason for 
anyone to go hungry. Yet half of human¬ 
ity lives on $2 a day or less, and hundreds 
of millions go hungry. The problem is 
that the corporations and their market 
economy are in the way. We, the people 
of the Earth, must decide whether we’re 
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going to continue indefinitely letting a 
few million wealthy people dictate the 
terms of life for billions of people. It 
can be different. The future is up to us. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! ORDER BUNDLES 

□Please send me a one-year individual subscription 

Name: 

[ $20 ] 

□Please send me a one-year institutional subscription 

Address: 

[ $25 ] 

□Please send me a bundle of PTs 

City/State/Zip: 

[ at 25 cents per paper ] 

Phone/Email: 

Enclosed is my donation of: 

□ $20 n$50 n$75 n$IOO n$Other 

My check or money order mode payable to " People’s Tribune” is enclosed. 

Mail this coupon to: People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 



Royal Oak, Michigan - Members of St. Dennis Catholic Church prepared 
and served a turkey Thanksgiving dinner to homeless and underprivileged 
persons in their community. 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column is printed monthly and depends on articles, comments, 
and criticisms from readers. If you have something to contribute, 
feel free. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, RO. Box 720821 • San Jose, 
California 95172 or by e-mail at spirit@peoplestribune.org. 


‘Wake Up! Benton Harbor, Michigan 
It’s Time to Make A Difference’ 


By Lenette Evans 

Here in our community people are 
not rising up, waking up and coming 
together like they should. People in the 
churches are sitting in the pews wait¬ 
ing merciless for a supernatural mir¬ 
acle and don’t do anything to give to 
the community or those in need. God 
does not honor or bless a pew sitter! 

Many pastors are preaching a good 
message but nobody is coming out 
and getting on the streets and witness¬ 
ing to the poor, the homeless and those 
who are lost. Jesus said “Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gos¬ 
pel”. He did not say go ye Hippocrates 
and sit in the pew and do nothing! 

Our Pastors are our Shepherd and 
we are the flock. They give us instruc¬ 
tion according to the word of God 
and what we need and we are to ap¬ 
ply it throughout the rest of the week 
in our daily lives. Galatians 6:9-10 
“Let us not grow weary while do¬ 


ing good, for in due season we 
shall reap if we do not lose heart.” 

It’s up to the congregation to Rise up 
and be the man and woman of God and 
reaching out to the poor and giving them 
unconditional love and compassion. 

Proverbs 29:7 “The righ- 
teos care about the poor. But the 
wicked have no such concern.” 

But Pastors if you are not being 
seen in the community on the streets 
and witnessing to the lost and the poor 
and feeding them, then how in the 
world do you expect your congrega¬ 
tion to follow in your footsteps if you 
are NOT doing what you are preaching! 

There are so many things people in 
the community can do to reach others in 
need. In Benton Harbor there are many 
children and teens who need godly struc¬ 
ture today and need someone to take an 
interest and who will listen and spend 
time with them. The time you spend with 
your kids today will affect and play a 
big role in their futures. Ephesians 6:4 


“Fathers do not exasperate your chil¬ 
dren; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.” 

Be a godly ROLE MODEL to these 
kids don’t yell and scream at your chil¬ 
dren. A lot of times your kids are just 
wanting to be loved and want a little 
of your time. They need fun creative 
activities and things to do like a go¬ 
ing for a walk, sitting down and play¬ 
ing board games, reading books to 
younger children, going to the park for 
a picnic, or other activities. Be creative! 

On Saturdays “First Assembly Of 
God Church” every year offers “KIDS 
STREET MINISTRY” at Broadway 
Park at Broadway/May at 10:00a.m.- 
12:00noon they offer games, snacks, a 
chance to win prizes, fun activity and 
ministry for kids, for more information 
please call 269-556-1422 this is an ex¬ 
citing and fun time for kids to get in¬ 
volved and something they will enjoy. 

In the meantime adults in the com¬ 
munity can start by cleaning up their 


neighborhoods, or volunteering at the 
“Emergency Women’s Shelter,” reading 
to kids after school. The “Benton Har¬ 
bor Soup Kitchen” needs helpers and 
servers and the “Volunteer Center Of 
Southwest Michigan” always has some¬ 
thing that people can get involved in. 

Let’s all make this a summer that 
will make a difference in the com¬ 
munity and in other people’s lives 
by GIVING to those and show¬ 
ing Godly love wherever we Go. 


Lenette Evans 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
Email: 

Savingsoulsl@ 
yahoo.com 
269-876-1848 
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Community Warrior Lauded 

As Flint Celebrates Labor’s Forgotten Day 



Dedication of a ‘Revolutionary Tree’ 
in honor of the late Frances 
Cleaves at Mott Community College, 
Flint, Michigan. 
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Flint, Michigan - On May 1, 2008, 
labor and community activists, friends 
and family gathered to dedicate a 
‘Revolutionary Tree’ in honor of the 
late Frances Cleaves at Mott Com¬ 
munity College. Organizers for the 
event, Sisters United, Poverty Round¬ 
table, and Michigan Welfare Rights 
Organization, felt that as a champion 
and a voice for the cause of working 
people and poor people in the Flint 
community and beyond, May Day was 
the most appropriate day for the event. 
As a labor holiday founded here in the 
U.S., May Day gives us an opportunity 


to celebrate workers hard fought victo¬ 
ries, summarize and point out a path for 
future struggles, and salute those such 
as Frances E. Cleaves who helped to 
advance the cause. The plaque reads: 

Frances E. Cleaves 
This ‘Revolutionary Tree’ 

In honor of a labor 
and community warrior 
To inspire future generations to 
fight for a better community 
The struggle continues... 


The Mott Community College has 
opened its arms to the community to 
hold future May Day events every year 
at the beautiful Red Maple tree. 


U. Utah Phillips • Nelson Peery 


Long Roads 
and 

Revolution 



A UVC INTtAVItW WITH U. UTAH PHIUtPS AMO NUSOH PUAr 

who debote end discuss rebellion, revolution, lobor, rocitm, 
(lots unity, ond how to ochieve o world dedicated (o peace 
ond justice. 


INTERVIEW ON TAPE 


Speakers for A New America 

It is with sorrow that we learned that U. Utah 
Phillips, the humanitarian and American folk 
singer, has passed away. Some years ago, Utah 
Phillips and author Nelson Peery did a live “In¬ 
terview on Tape” called “Long Roads and Revo¬ 
lution.” The two discuss how to achieve a world 
dedicated to peace and justice. In Utah’s memo¬ 
ry, we are re-issuing the interview. For a copy, 
please send $20 to cover costs to Speakers for 
a New America, c/o People’s Tribune, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 



Teatro Chicana 

New Book: “Teatro Chicana, A Collec¬ 
tive Memoir and Selected Plays.” Speak¬ 
ers available. Signed copies of book 
available for $25 plus $4 postage. Call 
800-691-6888 or mail check to Speakers 
for a New America, c/o Tribuno del Pueb¬ 
lo, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 
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JUNE TEENTH 2008 

Workers join hands to confront a growing poverty 


Editor’s note: In celebration of June- 
teenth, we reprint an article that ap¬ 
peared in the June, 2006 issue of the 
People s Tribune. 

On June 19, 1862, Congress abol¬ 
ished slavery in the U.S. territories. 
This historic event is celebrated as “Ju- 
neteenth.” Juneteenth also provides the 
opportunity to make a sober appraisal 
of where these descendants are in the 
journey up from slavery and to deter¬ 
mine what lies ahead for all workers. 

Today, after 146 years of unceasing 
struggle, Juneteenth2008 finds the maj or- 
ity of African Americans sinking further 
into economic and social circumstances 
that recall the bleak times of Jim Crow 
and the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

In 2004, one-fourth of African 
Americans lived in poverty. Ninety 
one percent of African Americans will 
spend at least one year of their life in 
poverty. In 2005, African American un¬ 
employment stood at 10 percent; more 
than double that of whites, a fact that 
has persisted for three decades. In 2004, 
over 2 million men and women were in¬ 
mates in U. S. prisons and jails. Of this 
number, 910,000 were African Ameri¬ 
cans, a stunning 43 percent of the total. 

But African Americans are not trav¬ 


eling alone on the road to destitution. 
Millions of white workers share the 
same fate. Also important is the fact 
that alongside are millions of immi¬ 
grants. As the recent massive demon¬ 
strations in support of immigrant work¬ 
ers show, they are emerging as a potent 
force in the revolutionary movement 
of the new class of the propertyless. 

Due to the recent emergence of so- 
called “free trade” agreements such as 
NAFTA (North American Free Trade 
Agreement), conditions have been cre¬ 
ated for an all-out assault by U.S.-led 
global capitalism on the wages, rights 
and living standards of the workers of 
this hemisphere. For historic reasons, 
the African American and Latino work¬ 
ers, especially the Mexican workers, 
are bearing the brunt of this assault. 

Since the advent of NAFTA in 1994, 
more than 8 million Mexican workers 
have been driven to migrate from their 
homeland in a desperate quest for work. 
More than 2 million Mexican fam¬ 
ily farms have been eliminated as giant 
U.S. agribusiness has flooded the Mexi¬ 
can market with heavily subsidized 
corn and other agricultural products. 

Across the border in the U.S., NAF¬ 
TA has led to huge job losses especially 
in the manufacturing sector. Between 


1993 and 2002 NAFTA was directly re¬ 
sponsible for the loss of 879,000 jobs, 
including 687,000 manufacturing jobs. 
However, this shift of jobs and produc¬ 
tion to the maquiladoras has served only 
to further reduce the wages of Mexican 
workers. NAFTA has contributed to a 25 
percent fall in the real wages of Mexi¬ 
can workers and has driven millions 
into “informal” jobs at starvation wages. 

The African American and Mexican 
workers are natural and historic allies 
in the struggle for the emancipation of 
the working class. Before and during the 
U.S. Civil war, Mexico was a staunch 
opponent of slavery and provided shel¬ 
ter and passage for fugitive slaves in the 
Southwest incarnation of the Under¬ 
ground Railroad. One of the great iro¬ 
nies of history is that in 1857, the year 
the U.S. Supreme Court handed down 
its infamous Dred Scott Decision, the 
Mexican Congress passed Article 13 of 
the Mexican Constitution which stated 
that any slave that set foot on Mexican 
soil was immediately a free person. 

But NAFTA is but a part of a broader 
process of globalization which, in turn 
is a direct result of the transition to la¬ 
bor-replacing electronics based produc¬ 
tion. Just as the support of the Union 
by the Mexican workers and people 


contributed to the destruction of chat¬ 
tel slavery, so too on Juneteenth 2008 
will the growing class unity between 
all workers guarantee the inevitable 
destruction of the system of wage slav¬ 
ery and the building of a new world. 



March for immigrant workers’ rights 
in Washington DC. 
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Gulf Coast guest workers press their demands 
with hunger strike in Washington 


By Bob Lee 

On May 14, a group of Indian guest 
workers from the Gulf Coast began a 
hunger strike near the White House 
to protest efforts to deport them and 
to pressure the government to inves¬ 
tigate the slave-like conditions un¬ 
der which they had been working. 

As we go to press, the hunger strike 
is continuing, and more workers were 
scheduled to join it. These workers 
have continued to show great cour¬ 
age in exposing the human traffick¬ 
ing and human rights violations that 
characterize global capitalism today. 

The workers are members of the Al¬ 
liance of Guest Workers for Dignity, 
Congress of Indian Workers. The five 
workers who began the hunger strike 
were among more than 500 Indian 
welders and pipe fitters who paid up 
to $20,000 apiece for false promises of 
green cards and work-based permanent 
residency in the United States. Instead 
they received 10-month temporary H2B 
guest worker visas starting in late 2006 
and worked at marine construction com¬ 
pany Signal International in Pascagoula, 
Miss., under deplorable conditions. 

As reported in the April 2008 People’s 
Tribune, the Indian welders and fitters 


were trafficked to the Gulf Coast shortly 
after Hurricane Katrina. The workers sold 
their homes, took high-interest loans, 
and plunged their families into debt to 
pay for a shot at the “American Dream.” 

When they arrived they discovered 
that all of the promises were false. In 
fact, there were no green cards, they 
would not receive permanent status, 


and they would remain separated from 
their families as there would be no 
provisions to bring them to the U.S. 
Many of the workers had worked in 
several countries and said the accom¬ 
modations here were the worst of all. 

When these workers decided that 
they needed to organize for more hu¬ 
mane treatment and to demand that the 


company make good on the promises, the 
company responded by sending armed 
guards into the labor camps, pulling the 
organizers out of bed, holding them cap¬ 
tive for six hours. The pressure of pos¬ 
sibly being deported back to India with 
a $20,000 debt waiting at home drove 
one of the organizers to attempt suicide. 

On March 5, 89 members of the 
Indian Worker Congress/Alliance of 
Guest Workers for Dignity walked 
out of the labor camps and packed 
a Pascagoula meeting hall for over 
four hours. They met with other pre¬ 
viously fired Signal shipyard work¬ 
ers and activists to discuss plans. The 
next morning, workers marched to the 
Signal company gate and held a rally. 

On March 18, more than 100 of the 
workers began an eight-day journey, 
mostly on foot, from New Orleans to 
Washington, DC, to demand an end to 
abuses of the H2B guest worker pro¬ 
gram. After they sought the support of 
the Indian ambassador to the US and 
didn’t get it, they decided to launch a 
hunger strike to demand the Indian gov¬ 
ernment press the US government for a 
Congressional investigation, and for the 
right for the workers to remain safely in 
the US during an ongoing Department 
of Justice investigation into the case. 



Four of the six additional workers who joined the hunger strike on Day 
Eight. The workers rallied near the Capitol Hill Reflecting Pool after hunger 
striker Christopher Glory was taken to the hospital with dangerously low 
blood pressure on Day Eight. After the rally, six more workers joined the 
fast. 
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The Struggle at American Axle: 

Dismayed, Angry Workers Vote to Accept Deal 


After twelve weeks on strike at Amer¬ 
ican Axle and Manufacturing, once part 
of General Motors, workers passed the 
agreement on May 22, 2008. The assault 
on middle class” wages and benefits 
began before this recent labor dispute. 
In 2005, with the threat of moving the 
work to Mexico” workers reluctantly 
agreed to a two tier wage system—a $14 
per hour starting rate for new hires as 
opposed to the $28 per hour enjoyed by 
the current workers. Later on, Delphi, 
another supplier company, which also 
was part of G.M., went into bankruptcy 
court. They picked up on the two-tier vi¬ 
rus, setting a pattern for the entire auto 
industry, and the concept is now secure¬ 
ly part of the big three. UAW members 
in other plants now fear that the com¬ 
pany will now come after them for even 
more life altering cuts. This current Axle 
Agreement, however, takes cuts and 
concessions to a whole new level. Told 
by their union representatives, that the 
agreement was the <( best they could do, ” 
workers bitterly passed the agreement. 

Following is an interview with Syl¬ 
via Moore, a worker at the American 
Axle plant: 

By Sandy Reid 

“I’ve been there 14 years,” said Syl¬ 
via Moore, a skilled trades worker and 
mother of six. “I bought a nice house, a 
car, and started sending the kids to col¬ 
lege.” Before the strike, average work¬ 
ers were making about $28 an hour. The 
company wanted to drop their wages to 


about $14. “Well, they got everything 
they asked for,” said Sylvia “Our wages 
are reduced. We have health deducted, 
which is about $100 a month. Before we 
didn’t have a deductible, now we have 
$500 deducted. So insurance is now 
$1800 a year for a family. The whole 
package was cut in half for everybody 
but production was hit the hardest. 
New workers now start at $11 an hour.” 

Sylvia told the People’s Tribune that 
the workers had no choice in ratifying 
the contract. They accepted the contract 
because the option was that they would 
be replaced. The company had a hiring 
campaign while they were out on strike 
to replace striking workers. “The work¬ 
ers knew that if they did not accept the 
contract they could lose everything.” 
When asked how the workers are re¬ 
sponding, Sylvia replied, “People are 
shell shocked. They feel like they’ve 
been though a tsunami. They’re walking 
around in a daze, upset. The owner, Rich¬ 
ard Dauch, has made millions of dollars, 
not like Delphi which was in bankruptcy.” 

Why did the strike take place? Syl¬ 
via says it’s so the rich can get richer. 
“Eventually there will be no middle 
class in America. You will be rich or 
poor or struggle to get by,” she said. 
“It’s the way of big business and of 
how the presidency is run. One day 
you have a job, the job is making mon¬ 
ey, the next day you have nothing.” 

Sylvia says the strike was a strate¬ 
gic move on the part of the company. 
“They had us out three months before 
an offer came to the table. This is the 
amount of time for foreclosures to be¬ 


gin. Now a lot of people are losing 
their homes. Phones, lights and gas 
have been turned off. People tried to get 
social services but were turned down. 


They said we made too much before.” 

Sylvia fears that workers that chose 
to remain in the plant rather than take 
the buyout may find themselves out of 
the plant within a few years. She says 
the American Axle plant, like so many 
in the Rust Belt, is undergoing a tremen¬ 


dous campaign to automate. “Over the 
past two years, in preparation for the 
strike, we have had several hundred ro¬ 
bots added. One robot eliminated three 

people. On 
any given 
day we had 3 
shifts. If there 
was one ro¬ 
bot to replace 
a worker, it 
replaced the 
worker on all 
three shifts. 
Now they 
have hun¬ 
dreds of ro¬ 
bots installed. 
We were told 
that they want 
to go from 
1900 work¬ 
ers to 1000 
by the end 
of the year.” 
Sylvia adds, 
“One of the 
things about 
robots is that 
they don’t 
have to take 
breaks. They 
don’t get up¬ 
set and cry. They don’t not show up and 
they don’t call the committee man. Even 
though there has been ratification and 
we’re going back, they said that there 
would be a mass layoff. Eventually they 
will phase everyone out. This is in the 
plan. We don’t know when it will be.” 
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Homeless Win A Victory in Fresno 


By Mike Rhodes 

Homeless residents and their al¬ 
lies won a significant victory in Fresno 
California last month. A U.S. District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Cali¬ 
fornia ruled that the City’s practice 
of immediately seizing and destroy¬ 
ing the personal possessions of home¬ 
less residents violates the constitu¬ 
tional right of every person to be free 
from unreasonable search and seizure. 

“The question is no longer whether 
the City will have to pay damages to 
class members, but how much,” said at¬ 
torney Oren Sellstrom of the Lawyer’s 
Committee for Civil Rights. “Given that 
many homeless people lost everything 
they owned in these illegal sweeps - in¬ 
cluding their medicines and items of tre¬ 
mendous sentimental value - we believe 
the damage award will be significant.” 

A trial, to determine the amount of 
compensation for the homeless people 



who lost their possessions, is scheduled to take six weeks and the judgment in the 
to begin on June 10,2008. It is expected case has the potential of being the larg¬ 
est ever awarded 


in a case of this 
nature. There are 
over 240 plain¬ 
tiffs in this class- 
action lawsuit. 

“The Court’s 
ruling in this 
class-action law¬ 
suit makes it clear 
that our Consti¬ 
tution protects 
the rights of ev¬ 
erybody, rich or 
poor,” said at¬ 
torney Michael 
Risher of the 
ACLU of North¬ 
ern California. 
“It should send a 


Attorney Oren Sellstrom of the Lawyer’s Committee for 
Civil Rights speaking at the Press Conference in Fresno, 
California. 
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strong message 
to other cities 


throughout our country that if they vio¬ 
late the rights of their most vulnerable 
residents, they will be held accountable.” 

Six plaintiffs provided testimony 
in the case, Kincaid v. City of Fresno, 
on behalf of the entire class, which in¬ 
cludes all homeless people in Fresno 
who had their property seized and de¬ 
stroyed by the City or by the California 
Department of Transportation. The case 
was brought by the American Civil Lib¬ 
erties Union of Northern California, The 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, 
and the firm of Heller, Ehrman, LLR 

During oral argument on April 
25, 2008, Judge Oliver W. Wanger 
declared that, “...the practice of an¬ 
nounce, strike, seize [and] destroy im¬ 
mediately is against the law.” (Excerpt¬ 
ed from transcript by court reporter.) 

Story continues on page 10. 
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Ohioans and the ‘American Dream’ 


By Scott Summerlin 

Pat Saunders, Robert Kurtycz 

The idea of a comfortable home, 
with a white picket fence and your 
family tucked safely inside, is the ide¬ 
al Americans have dreamed of as the 
prize for a life of work. In 21st century 
America, that ideal has become a night¬ 
mare. Foreclosure is the bad dream that 
has spread like a pandemic across the 
economic strata of our society, from 
the most humble to the most afflu¬ 
ent neighborhoods of Ohio and other 
states in the former industrial heartland, 
the engine that made America great. 
What homes are left now have more 
than the ideal family of the husband, 
wife and their children living there— 
they house generations of a family. 

Scenic northern Ohio is the home of 
tens of thousands of hardworking peo¬ 
ple who have labored for generations to 
make a living and get their piece of that 
American ideal, a home, their sanctuary 
from the outside world. Now, with the 
deindustrialization of America hitting 
the hardest on these small towns, that 
American ideal has become the impos¬ 
sible dream for generations X, Y and 
Z. These children of the baby boomers 
now find there are no jobs that pay a liv¬ 
ing wage or benefits for them. Buying 


a home is totally out of their reach and 
renting a home on a near minimum wage 
job is also out of reach. The common 
approach 
is one you 
will find 
in many 
homes — 
the par¬ 
ents now 
have their 
children 
and their 
grandchil¬ 
dren liv¬ 
ing back 
at home 
because 
they can¬ 
not afford 
to buy or 
to rent a home for themselves. 

The small Ohio town of Norwalk is 
the home of Norwalk Furniture, once a 
family owned company that provided 
thousands of good jobs, and is now a 
fading symbol of America’s industrial 
heartland. In Norwalk families have 
been able to live their lives on quiet 
lanes that resemble the New England 
small town lanes where the original set¬ 
tlers came from after the Revolutionary 
War. In those 200 years plus, Norwalk 


has seen many changes, and Norwalki- 
ans like the Fisher Brothers, coach and 
auto body makers for General Motors, 

have initi¬ 
ated many of 
those chang¬ 
es. Now 
people in 
Norwalk are 
feeling the 
changes that 
are sweeping 
America with 
the Work¬ 
ing Class 
families at 
the center of 
this storm. 

We 
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ily where the 

“grandparents” are in their 40s, but still 
have a house full. This is what is hap¬ 
pening to millions of homes in this coun¬ 
try. No longer is the American dream a 
sure reality, readily given to those who 
work hard (ask the workers). No lon¬ 
ger is your home yours (ask the banks). 
And no longer is the 2-car, 4-bedroom 
house simply yours and yours alone. 

In this family, the parents are in 
their 40s. They have at home a 5, 6, 
15, and 19-year-old that’s theirs. They 


also have a 2, 5, and 22-year-old that’s 
family, but not their own. That doesn’t 
include the son that joined the service 
to be “able to make it.” Or the daugh¬ 
ter on her way home from the Army 
due to an injury, and will be medically 
discharged. Where will she end up liv¬ 
ing? The other son has also decided to 
join the service as a way to get health 
benefits and have a job!! When did the 
military become the top employer of 
our youngest and brightest? A place to 
make sure you got health care? What 
has happened to the dream of equal 
prosperity, and not one of who gets the 
most? Now we have family members 
living with other family members just 
to survive , and it’s usually the home 
owner that’s grateful for the extra help. 

Ohioans have always believed that if 
you worked hard, it had value in our so¬ 
ciety. But when three generations in one 
house, who work hard and support the 
system, are struggling to pay the bills on 
Friday, we have to ask how will we get 
what we need? It is no longer enough to 
sacrifice your body for a job, time with 
your family, or even vote for a politician 
to assure that we get the basic need of 
shelter. It appears the time has come for a 
new definition of the “American Dream! ” 



A home for sale in Norwalk, Ohio 


Tenants Defeat Developers in Los Angeles 


By The Los Angeles 
Community Action Network 

The Los Angeles Community Ac¬ 
tion Network’s (LA CAN) campaign to 
protect low-income housing reached its 
ultimate success in May when the City 
Council enacted a permanent Residential 
Hotel Preservation Ordinance. LA CAN 
is proud to report that several hundred 
very poor and homeless people led the 
effort to completely reverse the plans of 
big money developers and elected offi¬ 
cials to remove these buildings from our 
use. It is one of many David vs. Goliath 
stories throughout the country where 
poor people are defeating capitalist in¬ 
vestors eyeing our communities. The 
people do have power, it is being exer¬ 
cised, and developers need to watch out. 

In 2002, the City of Los Angeles 
introduced a redevelopment plan that 
called for the elimination of close to 
4,000 low-income housing units in 
downtown LA, mostly in residential ho¬ 
tels. Residential hotels provide much- 
needed “housing of last resort” for the 
lowest income tenants in Los Angeles, 
many of whom are elderly and disabled. 
Prior to the passage of a temporary 
moratorium in the May 2006, hundreds 
of residential hotel units had been lost 
in downtown Los Angeles in just two 
years. With the moratorium set to expire 
in May 2008, LA CAN members orga¬ 


nized a series of actions to pressure the 
Mayor and City Council to take the next 
step to permanently protect residential 
hotel units and their tenants, and they did. 

On May 6, 2008, LA’s City Coun¬ 
cil voted unanimously for a permanent, 
Citywide residential hotel preserva¬ 
tion ordinance, protecting about 19,000 
housing units and almost 30,000 people. 
This outcome was the result of four long 
years of struggle by LA CAN and our 
supporters to reverse the plans to dis¬ 
place thousands of low-income people 
from downtown and convert affordable 
housing to upscale lofts, boutique hotels, 
and other uses for the “new downtown.” 
After slowing down the original redevel¬ 
opment plan with a lawsuit, we began to 
see the impacts of unregulated invest¬ 
ment gobbling up “underutilized” build¬ 
ings for adaptive reuse. These supposed¬ 
ly underutilized buildings were actually 
our homes. The gentrification of down¬ 
town Los Angeles, like so many other 
communities, was nothing but a racist 
land grab from poor folks by rich folks. 

The crisis for long-term, poor resi¬ 
dents came to a head in mid-2004 when 
the Bristol Hotel, home to 100 tenants, 
was emptied within 3 days—at times at 
gunpoint. Although the Community Re¬ 
development Agency had a loan on the 
property that included an affordability 
covenant until 2015, the new owner felt 
completely justified in forcibly remov¬ 


ing poor people to make way for his 
boutique hotel perfect for the vision of 
their “new downtown.” Displaced Bris¬ 
tol tenants and other LA CAN members 
were able 
to turn this 
travesty 
of justice 
into our 
campaign 
launch to 
perma¬ 
nently 
protect 
our low- 
income 
housing, 

95% of 
which was 
in residen¬ 
tial hotels. 

This 
is a huge 
victory for 
poor peo¬ 
ple in Los 
Angeles. 

However, the efforts to “improve” com¬ 
munities for a new, wealthier group of 
people by removing poor people will not 
end with one new policy. We know that 
laws that protect poor people aren’t en¬ 
forced without an organized and active 
community, and so we will be working 
diligently to ensure all of the protec¬ 


tions won over the past several years 
provide real benefits to folks through¬ 
out LA. It only took the owner of the 
Cecil Hotel a few hours to sue the City, 


claiming the ordinance shouldn’t apply 
to the 600 units of housing there—so 
that will be one of our next battles. The 
fight continues in a downtown intent 
on removing poor people of color— 
those with and without housing—and 
we don’t plan on backing down now! 



This housing protest in Los Angeles was part of a campaign to 
protect low-income housing. 
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Change Can Occur Within the System, 
says Reader... 



Jeremy, left, at the 2008 Homelessness Marathon, Nashville, Tennessee 
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By Jeremy Alderson 
Homelessness Marathon Director 

I am glad for Sandy Perry’s insight¬ 
ful commentary on my previous article. I 
substantially agree with his analysis, but 
I would like to comment on two points. 
First, he says, “the role of revolutionaries 
is to continue to ask ourselves the hard 
questions in the course of the battle, as 
Jeremy advocates.” But I would like to 
make it clear that I do not consider my¬ 
self a revolutionary in the political sense. 

Many people say that we have no 
choice but to replace the current politi¬ 
cal order because we cannot effectuate 
meaningful change within the system. 
Yet, many significant changes like the 
end of Jim Crow, that Sandy writes 
about, and the vote for women were, in 
fact, achieved within the system. These 
reforms were fought for by mass move¬ 
ments, so no, they didn’t come easy, 
and yes, exactly as Sandy writes, they 
were also swept into being by favor¬ 
able economic currents, which brings 
me to my second point: the economic 
forces arrayed against social change 


may not be as formidable as they seem. 

I need hardly recount here the power 
of the ruling class in America, which 
largely controls not just the levers of 
power, but also the media and our abil¬ 
ity to elect candidates to office. But 
beneath the surface, there are growing 
fissures in this seeming monolith. For 
example, the mammoth insurance indus¬ 
try has successfully strangled all efforts 
to institute a single payer national health 
system, but the burden of the current in¬ 
surance system is, in turn, choking other 
giant American industries, which find it 
harder and harder to compete against in¬ 
ternational rivals not saddled with these 
costs. Similarly, the efforts of the fossil 
fuel and nuclear industries to stifle na¬ 
tional investment in alternative energy 
are causing deep distress for other indus¬ 
tries that desperately need cheaper pow¬ 
er. The ruling corporate coalition simply 
can’t hold together that much longer. 

On the other side of the coin (or 
the lack of coins), as the middle class 
is erased and more people become 
poor, more sectors of society will en¬ 
list in the fight for social justice. The 


conditions are ripe for a more broad¬ 
ly-based social movement than we 
have seen since the Great Depression. 

So to summarize, I would say 
that those who are united today will 


be divided tomorrow, and those 
who are divided today will be unit¬ 
ed tomorrow. In this, there is hope. 


...Why We Think Revolution Is Inevitable 


Dear Jeremy, 

Thank you for your thoughtful re¬ 
sponse to Sandy Perry’s article, “A 
Whole New World,” which appeared 
in the May People’s Tribune. We cer¬ 
tainly agree that reforms have been 
won in past periods under the existing 
system. As you point out, the struggles 
of masses of people played a huge role 
in this process. It’s also true, however, 
that the ruling class had an interest in 
the past in granting certain reforms. The 
ruling class had a vested interest in end¬ 
ing legal segregation, for example, so 
that it could profitably industrialize the 
South. And it had an interest in creating 
the public aid programs of the 1960s, so 
that unemployed workers could be kept 
alive during recessions, and be ready to 
go back to work when jobs were avail¬ 
able. (Granting relief was the only 
possible alternative to much more radi¬ 


cal activity on the part of the people. It 
also made them feel dependent on the 
goverment.) Reforms were possible 
in past decades because the capitalist 
economic system was still expanding. 

But today, the system is dying. A 
capitalist economy is based on workers 
selling their ability to work - their la¬ 
bor power - to a capitalist in return for 
wages, then using those wages to buy 
the necessities of life. The worker’s la¬ 
bor power creates more economic value 
than it consumes - this is the source 
of profit. The capitalist owns what the 
worker produces and sells it to get his 
profit. The “market” that the capitalist 
sells to consists of businesses and work¬ 
ers that have money to spend. But the 
market is step-by-step being destroyed 
because advancing technology is re¬ 
placing workers and wiping out jobs 
and whole industries. Businesses can’t 
sell things to workers who have no jobs. 


The result of labor-replacing technol¬ 
ogy is that a new class of dispossessed 
workers - permanently unemployed, or 
with only temporary, low-paying jobs - 
is being created and is moving steadily 
toward becoming the majority. While 
reforms certainly have to be fought for, 
reform within the system really isn’t 
possible today. The ruling class can 
grant concessions but it can’t grant re¬ 
forms to the dispossessed, because their 
labor power is no longer needed. Our 
rulers won’t spend money to take care 
of workers they don’t need. Yet the dis¬ 
possessed are forced to struggle for life 
itself. In the end, the reforms they need 
can only come about by building a new 
kind of society, where the necessities of 
life are distributed based solely on need, 
rather than in exchange for money. 

Under the existing market economy, 
labor-replacing technology has set the 
stage for a situation where revolution 


is inevitable and in the category of his¬ 
tory. What kind of revolution there will 
be is a political question. There may be 
infighting within the ruling class, but 
they are united in their need to defend 
a system based on private property and 
profit. They will attack the workers in 
whatever way they need to in order to 
defend capitalism. The dispossessed, 
on the other hand, are forced to fight 
for a new system just to survive. For 
them, reform can only be a byprod¬ 
uct of a new society. The mass of the 
workers will have to align themselves 
either with the ruling class or the dis¬ 
possessed. The struggle for reforms 
that is developing today is therefore 
ultimately a struggle for a new world. 

— The People s Tribune 
Editorial Board 



We Need Your Photos 


The People’s Tribune relies on readers to contribute photos. This paper has a lot more impact 
when the articles are accompanied by photos of the events described and of people in struggle 
against the system. High-resolution digital photos are best; e-mail them to info@peoplestri- 
bune.org. You can send hard copies of photos to us at the P.O. box listed on page 2. 
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A Vision of Free, Quality Education 

From Teachers in British Columbia 


By Steve Miller 

Early in this decade, a new govern¬ 
ment came to power in British Colum¬ 
bia. This highly-conservative bunch im¬ 
mediately began the type of “education 
reform” that we are so familiar with here 
in the United States: standardized test¬ 
ing, imposing corporate top-down pro¬ 
cedures, and efforts to privatize public 
education. The British Columbia Teach¬ 
ers Federation (www.bctf.ca) quickly re¬ 
sponded by seizing the political debate. 

In 2002-03, the union organized a 
series of forums and invited British Co¬ 
lumbians to share what they believed 
public education should be about. At 
each hearing before an independent pan¬ 
el, participants debated these questions: 

• What is an educated person; what 
are their characteristics? 

• Which of these characteristics are 
developed through public schools? 

• What is an educated community? 

• What are the principles of public 
education? 

The result was a visionary document 
-The Charter for Public Education— 
that expressed the dreams, hopes 
and vision for learners. The Charter 
was written to take the debate about 
public education out of the corpo¬ 
rate hands that are attempting to seize 
control of and privatize public educa¬ 
tion. The Charter is reprinted below. 


Charter for Public Education 

www.charter.publiced.ca 
Public Education is a Sacred Trust. 

These principles reflect the consen¬ 
sus heard during public hearings across 
British Columbia, Canada, 2002-2003. 

As a community we promise to pre¬ 
pare learners for a socially responsible 
life in a free and democratic society, to 
participate in a world which each gen¬ 
eration will shape and build. We prom¬ 
ise a public education system which 
provides learners with knowledge and 
wisdom, protects and nurtures their 
natural joy of learning, encourages 
them to become persons of character, 
strength and integrity, infuses them 
with hope and with spirit, and guides 
them to resolute and thoughtful action. 

Everyone has the right to a 
free, quality public education. 

Each first nation has the right to 
be recognized and respected by those 
within the educational institutions 
located in their traditional territory. 

We promise: 

To recognize that the learner is 
at the center of public education. 

To offer learners a broad-based edu¬ 
cation which includes aesthetic, artistic, 
cultural, emotional, social, intellectual, 
academic, physical and vocational de¬ 
velopment in order that they can find and 
follow their hopes, dreams and passions. 

To nurture and value critical think¬ 
ing so that learners are equipped to be 
reflective and analytical global citizens. 

To respect, encourage and foster 
the learner’s role as a full participant, 
together with others in the educational 
community, in developing their own 



Detroit School Kids 


goals, learning activities and curricula. 

To create an environment in which 
each learner can reach their greatest po¬ 
tential, each learning style is affirmed, 
and the achievements of each learner 
are measured and assessed accordingly. 

To provide a safe and respectful en¬ 
vironment for life-long learning which 
celebrates diversity, embraces the phys¬ 
ical, spiritual, emotional and intellectual 
integrity of each individual, recognizes 
and acknowledges differences and pre¬ 
vents discrimination in all of its forms. 

We expect: 

Govemmenttoberesponsibleforfully 
funding all aspects of a quality education. 

The public education system to 
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guarantee each First Nations learner 
the right to an education respectful 
of their history, language and culture. 

Learners, parents, early childhood 
educators, teachers, support staff, admin¬ 
istrators school boards, post-secondary 
educators, the Government of British Co¬ 
lumbia and communities to work in part¬ 
nership to meet the needs of all learners. 

Strong local democratic governance 
within the provincial education system. 

Equitable access for commu¬ 
nities to programs, resources, ex¬ 
periences and opportunities for 
learners, regardless of geographic 
location or socio-economic status. 


Soaring Energy Profits: 

The Earth Belongs to the People. 
Take It Back! 


As you pump gas into your car, 
scowling as the total price whirls past 
$50 or $60 and cursing the pump as 
you hang up the nozzle isn’t going to 
solve the problem. We have to under¬ 
stand a problem before we can solve it. 
The problem is that socially necessary 
production, such as energy, is privately 
owned and distributed only for profit. 
ExxonMobil, for example, recently 
made corporate profit history. On Feb. 
1, 2008 it was announced that the com¬ 
pany made a record corporate quar¬ 
terly profit of $11.7 billion during the 


second quarter. Combine the forecast¬ 
ed 2008 earnings of BP, Royal Dutch 
Shell, Chevron, Total, ConocoPhillips, 
and ExxonMobil, and you get a sum 
greater than the gross domestic product 
of whole countries. Do you still think 
they give a hoot about your welfare? 
So what is the solution? Socially neces¬ 
sary production such as energy must be 
owned by society. This earth belongs to 
the people who inhabit it. Take it back. 

The Editors 


Gas station in 
Clarkston, Michigan 
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FREE 
copies of 
Speakers for a 
New America 
brochure 
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our speakers bring a 
message of hope 


www.speakersforanewamerica.com 
Book speakers now. 

Call 800-691-6888 or email 
info@ speakersforanewamerica.com 
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Bailout of Banks Shows How Corporations 
Rule the Country 



Boy in his neighborhood in the suburban part of Las Vegas where there are 
a lot of homes for sale due to foreclosures. 


By Dave Ransom 

As the spreading financial crisis 
trips one economic land mine after an¬ 
other, the powers-that-be are attempt¬ 
ing to convince us that rogue banks or 
maverick capitalists are responsible. 

Don’t believe them. Individual banks 
and capitalists play their part. But it is 
the capitalist system itself that is at fault. 

And don’t let them distract you. 
As they trot out disgraced CEOs for 
ritual execution, they are radically re¬ 
structuring the financial system for 
the benefit of their class and it alone. 

And they are doing so uni¬ 
laterally — and extralegally — 
having taken control of the state. 

“Somethingbigjust happened,” wrote 
David Wessell of the Wall Street Journal 
after the weekend blitz that bailed out the 
big banks in late March. “It happened 
without an explicit vote by Congress. 

“The past ten days will be remembered 
as the time the U.S. government discard¬ 
ed a half-century of rules to save Ameri¬ 
can financial capitalism from collapse.” 

Treasury secretary Henry Paulson has 
taken center stage in this. Before coming 
to Washington, Paulson headed one of the 
biggest global banks (Goldman Sachs). 
According to the post-blitz play-by-play 
in the New York Times, it was Paulson 
who corralled Wall Street’s big bank¬ 
ers for the weekend strategy-making. 

And it was Paulson who arranged 
for Federal Reserve chairman Ben Ber- 
nanke to put billions of working-class 


Fresno continued from page 6 

Video footage and photographs of 
city workers using machinery and dump 
trucks to destroy the personal property 
of homeless residents are available on 
the ACLU-NC’s website, along with 
the legal documents in the case: http:// 
www.aclunc.org/cases/active_cas- 
es/kincaid_v._city_of_fresno.shtml 

Lead Plaintiff Pamela Kincaid died 
in August of 2007. Kincaid occasionally 
stayed at the only women’s shelter in 
Fresno, but she suffered from claustro¬ 
phobia, which made it difficult for her to 
remain there. When sanitation workers 
and police officers seized her belongings, 
Kincaid lost her birth certificate, her ad¬ 
dress book, photos of her sister, daughter 
and mother, and a toolbox with tools she 
used for the recycling and crafts work she 
did to earn money, among other items. 

Charlene Clay and her husband left 
their apartment in 2006 because they 
could not afford the $850 in rent. They 
were camped on a hill off of G Street 
when City of Fresno workers destroyed 
their belongings — including Clay’s 
teeth, medications, sleeping bags, and 
personal papers — without warning. A 
second time, Clay was staying near San 


tax dollars behind their plan—J.P. Mor¬ 
gan’s buyout of bankrupt Bear Stearns, 
plus low-interest government loans 
for other banks in exchange for their 
worthless subprime-mortgage bonds. 

What the Wall Streeters were doing 
was momentous—and apparently con¬ 
trary to law. By bailing out the big banks 
with tax dollars, they were remaking a 
central part of the financial system as if 
they were the government itself. They 
extended to investment banks a safety 
net for speculation that the Depression- 
era Congress had limited to commer¬ 
cial banks for safeguarding depositors. 

Former Federal Reserve chairman 
Paul Volker put it politely when he com¬ 
mented that the resulting actions by the 
Fed “extend to the very edge of its law¬ 
ful and implied powers.” Others were 
not so kind. Yale law professor Jonathan 
Macey noted the law requires that such 
a bailout be studied by the General Ac¬ 
counting Office and voted on by the Fed. 

Neither Paulson nor his co-con¬ 
spirators were interested in such nice¬ 
ties. Their weekend mini-coup tore the 
veil off the government and showed 
it for what it is—not “of the people, 
by the people, for the people,” but 
of capital, by capital, and for capital. 

Meanwhile, 20 top financial CEOs 
met in Washington in April in another 
high-security, no-media strategy sum¬ 
mit—including the heads of Bank of 
America, Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, 
Goldman Sachs, J.P. Morgan Chase, 
Lehman Brothers, and Merrill Lynch. 


Benito and H Streets when police tipped 
her shopping cart, threw her possessions 
on the ground, and hauled her cart away. 
Clay said “the City of Fresno has made 
it clear to me by destroying my prop¬ 
erty twice and by the way in which they 
did that, that because I am a homeless 
person, I will always be vulnerable to 
having my property taken and destroyed 
by City of Fresno workers and police.” 

The court victory and expected judg¬ 
ment will provide many of Fresno’s 
homeless with the resources needed to 
get off the street. The court order pre¬ 
venting the City of Fresno from conduct¬ 
ing the sweeps that led to the lawsuit 
will remain in effect and city officials 
have changed their approach in how to 
address the homelessness issue and are 
now starting to put millions of dollars 
into providing decent and affordable 
housing for those living on the streets. 
The homeless and their allies will hold 
city officials’ feet to the fire to make 
sure the promised changes are realized. 

For a list of articles and docu¬ 
ments about the struggle for civ¬ 
il liberties for homeless people in 
Fresno, see: http://www.fresnoal- 
liance.com/home/homelessness.htm 


That list is global because today’s 
investment banks are global, as is the 
speculative capitalism they practice. 

And that shift, from national banks 
to global banks, and from industrial 
capitalism to speculative capitalism, is 
what is forcing Henry Paulson and his 
friends to seize the reins of govern¬ 
ment and remake the rules in their favor. 

Though folks like Paulson are sec¬ 
retaries of the U.S. Treasury, the inter¬ 
ests of the American people are not their 
concern. Their concern is the survival of 
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captalism and the capitalist class itself. 

That is, they have a highly devel¬ 
oped class consciousness: a conscious¬ 
ness that there is a capitalist class, 
that they are members of it, and what 
they must do to survive and dominate. 

What would it be like if we had 
such class consciousness: a conscious¬ 
ness that there is a working class, 
that we are members of it, and what 
we must do to survive and prosper? 

Time to throw the mon¬ 
eylenders out of the temple? 


COMRADES 

For all the dreams of dark-skinned 
men, 

women and children, 
scorched and stumbling on blis¬ 
tered feet. 

For the nameless and numbered, 
who were butchered like meat 
with the sky growling thunder 
and whose napalmed screams 
were silenced. 

I offer you this hymn. 

For the guns of defiance 
and lips that curse... 
for the peasants who barefoot 
walk proud on the earth. 

Hacked by machetes 
and consumed in fire 
or hung from trees 


like electric wires 
of resistance! 

I offer you this humble hymn: 

Though death be persistent, 
one truth stays consistent 
in this song of our lament: 
we may be cut down, 
but we always return, 
like weeds through the cement. 

— Daniel Klawitter 

Daniel Klawitter is a community 
organizer in Denver, CO who 
works to build solidarity between 
religious communites and labor 
unions that represent low-wage 
workers. 
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International Workers Day in New Orleans 


By Damien Ramos 
and Robert Caldwell 


On Thursday May 1, over two hun¬ 
dred men and women marched through 
the Central Business District of New 
Orleans to commemorate International 
Workers Day, also known as May Day. 
Starting from Armstrong Park, members 
of the Congress of Day Laborers (an or¬ 
ganized group of Latino day laborers) 
led the crowd. They were followed by 
“The Hot Eight,” a local brass band in 
the city. They made their way down 
through Canal Street singing and chant¬ 
ing and displaying signs which read “We 
are Reconstruction Workers,” “Stop 
the Raids,” “Respeto y Dignidad,” and 
“all human beings have rights.” Most 
of those in attendance arrived shortly 
after the storm to help with the rebuild¬ 
ing efforts. They have suffered severe 
exploitation as many employers with¬ 
held pay from them for weeks at a time. 
They also were required to work in 
very unsafe and unsanitary conditions 
without proper protective equipment. 

The procession ended on the steps 
of City Hall where a press confer¬ 
ence was held. Longtime activist 
Ted Quant gave a rousing speech on 
the history of May Day, it’s power to 
unify diverse groups of workers, and 
the importance of multi-racial soli¬ 
darity in New Orleans post-Katrina. 


Members of the Congress shared 
their firsthand experiences of what life 
has been like to work in the city. “ When 
I arrived I had to do the filthiest and 
most dangerous jobs in the city, with¬ 
out the proper protective equipment. We 
often got so sick that my 
friends and I often threw 
up. Some of my friends 
hair even started falling 
out. We were among the 
first to arrive in the city 
after the storm. We came 
to help rebuild New Or¬ 
leans. We are a part of the 
city now and we want to 
remain a part of the city. 

They can’t just use us 
and throw us away. “We 
are not disposable” said 
Jose Domingo, a member 
of the Congresso. “Immi¬ 
grants’ contributions to 
the reconstruction of this 
city should be acknowl¬ 
edged” said Jacinta Gon¬ 
zalez, an organizer with 
the New Orleans Work¬ 
ers Center. Day Labor¬ 
ers demanded a meeting 
with the Mayor regarding 
poor working conditions, 
contractors that refuse 
to pay, and the constant 
police harassment. 


Community leaders and activists 
including STAND (an organization of 
homeless and formerly homeless) and 
Safe Streets/Strong Communities sup¬ 
ported the demands of the day laborers 
and expressed messages of solidarity. 


Near the end of the rally, the City Human 
Rights Commissioner, Larry Bagneris, 
promised a meeting between the Mayor 
and committee from the Congress of Day 
Laborers to address their grievances. 



International Workers Day, New Orleans 
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Workers of the World Reclaim Mayday! 

Longshoremen shut down West Coast 

and Iraqi ports to protest war; 

immigrants march for justice and human rights 


By Sarah Menefee 

San Francisco, May 1, 2008 — In 

twin all-day Mayday actions, longshore¬ 
men and immigrant workers led thou¬ 
sands of marchers through San Francis¬ 
co, calling for an end to the occupation 
of Iraq and to fascist attacks on their 
communities. Ports were shut down up 
and down the West Coast, from Canada 
to Mexico, as 25,000 ILWU longshore¬ 
men walked off work to protest the ruin¬ 
ous war and the global war on the poor. 

Bob McBirath, ILWU international 
president, stated: ‘We’re loyal to Amer¬ 
ica, and we won’t stand by while our 
country, our troops and our economy are 
destroyed by war.’ In solidarity, the Port 
Worker’s Union of Iraq stopped work on 
the ports of Umm Qasr and Kor Alzubair. 

The morning march went along the 
Embarcadero waterfront, scene of the 


great 1934 General Strike, ending in a 
rally, with speakers from various vet¬ 
erans’, labor and peace groups, mem¬ 
bers of ILWU, Cindy Sheehan, and a 
powerful poem by San Francisco Poet 
Laureate Jack Hirschman, who spoke 
not only of the genocide of war, but of 
what is stirred at the ‘bottom of the pot’ 
of hunger and oppression: ‘see that it’s 
empty and the kids need food. O if ever 
there was need of Revolution it’s now’. 

Voiced by one of the speakers, the 
eloquent and timely words of Martin 
Luther King Jr. rang over the water¬ 
front plaza, speaking to us from another 
dark night of war and oppression: that 
what we need to do is not to fight for 
a place within an unjust system, but 
to change that system so that all hu¬ 
mankind is uplifted together. Another 
speaker reminded us that what we are 
building is a movement, one in the in¬ 
terest of the future of all humanity. 


A contingent then left the rally to 
protest at the ICE and Armed Forces 
Recruitment Center offices nearby. 

In the afternoon and evening, im¬ 
migrants and their supporters rallied at 
Dolores Park and marched through the 
Mission district to the Civic Center, de¬ 
manding citizenship, amnesty, justice 
and full rights, and against the raids, 
detentions, INS murders, the separa¬ 
tion of families, and other increasing- 
ly-fascist attacks against them. On the 
anniversary of other mass marches for 
legal and economic rights, these most 
exploited and oppressed, most hard¬ 
working and necessary workers, again 
took to the streets. Instead of walls and 
prisons, their demands are for equal¬ 
ity and workers and human rights. 

This morning I marched alongside 
several workers carrying signs that 
said NO ICE RAIDS: NO WAR, with 
the words USA and little heart signs; 


and beside the drums and brasses of a 
ragtag band playing, “John Brown’s 
Body’ and other songs from the ongo¬ 
ing struggle for justice and liberty in 
this great land built with the sweat and 
blood of slave and immigrant labor. 

When all workers, whether orga¬ 
nized, unorganized, jobless, homeless 
or undocumented, whoever we are and 
wherever we come from, come together 
and join forces, we create a movement 
for a society that belongs to all of us that 
no force on earth can stop. This is the 
meaning of Mayday, now more than ever. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


THE TRUTH BEHIND THE PARK STRUGGLE 


By Pastor Mary Gault 

The opinions written by citizens of 
Berrien County in the local newspaper 
reveal how few understand the real is¬ 
sues at stake in the Jean Klock Park 
struggle. They don’t see the larger pic¬ 
ture — that the take over of the park is 
but one issue surrounding the Harbor 
Shores project. Do these citizens realize 
what was the first thing to happen when 
Rev. Edward Pinkney was accused of 
tampering with the votes for the recall 
of City Commissioner Glenn Yarbough? 
It was the invalidation of the whole elec¬ 
tion when there were still enough valid 
votes for the recall. This dangerous 
precedent set by Judge Maloney (now a 
Federal Judge) opens the door for any 
judge anywhere to throw out any elec¬ 
tion they desire regardless of the votes 
of the people. It is about a system that 
allows the rich to get anything they want 
even if at the expense of the majority. 
This is a story of the system continually 
bulldozing over the rights of the citi¬ 
zens in the name of progress and jobs. 


The hundreds of jobs for Benton Harbor 
citizens highlighted as a reason to sup¬ 
port the project by our Gov. Granholm 
has now been narrowed down to nine 
seasonal jobs that fall in the minimum 
wage category. The high priced condos 
will only benefit the rich by increasing 
their property values (this includes U.S. 
Representative Fred Upton, Whirlpool 
CEO Jeff Fettig, and Judge Butzbaugh) 
while the poor will be forced out by 
high taxes and increased expectations 
on upkeep of their property — expecta¬ 
tions that can lead to condemned prop¬ 
erty and loss of homes. Rev. Pinkney 
was right about the negative impact the 
Harbor Shores project will have on the 
citizens of Benton Harbor and the Unit¬ 
ed States. He has paid the ultimate price 
for trying to stop the rich from taking 
over Benton Harbor through organizing 
the recall election of Glen Yarbough. 
He now sits in one of the filthiest, most 
inhumane county jails in the country, a 
jail where Berrien County prisoners are 
harassed, where the food is substandard, 
and contracting a lethal staph infection is 


highly possible. This is all for the crime 
of seeing Whirlpool’s land grab coming, 
and speaking truth to power. Rev. Ed¬ 
ward Pinkney has repeatedly stated that 
Harbor Shores will provide few jobs or 
benefits for Benton Harbor residents. 
He said that fascism is the merging of 
the corporations (business interests) 
with government. No starker example 
than Berrien County can be found. 

DOROTHY PINKNEY SPEAKS 

All during the trial Judge Butzbaugh 
refused to allow the Harbor Shores Proj¬ 
ect to be mentioned. My husband has led 
the fight against official corruption and 
corporate greed and for the impover¬ 
ished Black community of Benton Har¬ 
bor to stop the giveaway of the prime 
property to developers who plan to build 
the Jack Nicklaus multimillion dollar re¬ 
sort complete with luxury housing units, 
none of which will provide any benefit 
to the community. — Dorothy Pinkney 



Rally in support of Reverend Pinkney 
and for justice in Berrien County 


the Editor of the Herald Palladium at 
the addresses provided on the website. 

— Excerpted from a statement by 
Carol Drake, Friends of Jean Klock Park 


FREE PINKNEY!! 


CONTAMINATED LAND SWAP 
PROPOSAL 


PEOPLE HAVE TO WORK 
TOGETHER 


WHAT YOU CAN DO: 



1) Attend July 19 mass demonstration for 
justice in Benton Harbor at 12 noon 

2) Find big name individuals who will stand 
in support of Rev. Pinkney 

3) Raise funds for the appeal 

4) Connect redevelopment and environmen¬ 
tal movements in other cities with this impor¬ 
tant struggle 


Write or send donations to: 

Rev. Edward Pinkney Defense 1940 Union St., 

Benton Harbor, Ml 49022. Call 269-925-0001. 

VISIT BANCO WEBSITE AT http://bhbanco.blogspot.com/ 
for up to date news on the case. 


The Friends of Jean Klock Park do 
not believe the conversion and mitiga¬ 
tion proposal for the park is approv- 
able. It is a warmed over version of the 
one originally rejected by the National 
Park Service. The proposal parcels 
lands that would be swapped for dunes 
that are mostly contaminated wetlands 
from post industrial and City dump 
sites. The most valuable proposed par¬ 
cel is located in the neighboring City 
of St. Joseph, not Benton Harbor. This 
is environmental injustice at its fin¬ 
est! Although the comment period has 
concluded we still ask that people re¬ 
view the conversion proposal at http:// 
www.savejeanklockpark.org and write 
to the National Park Service, Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and 


People’s Tribune 
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I grew up in Benton Harbor. A lot of 
the residents are against the conversion 
of Jean Klock Park for the golf course. 
I think the city is making a terrible mis¬ 
take. Most of the property they are talk¬ 
ing about substituting is contaminated 
- it’s 75% wetlands. So they are giving 
property for passive recreation, not ac¬ 
tive when the present property can be 
used for both. In the mid-80s Whirlpool 
was providing residents with jobs but 
when they closed the factory they took 
most of those jobs with them. They have 
done little here compared to what they 
have done for surrounding communi¬ 
ties. The city is planning to fix up side¬ 
walks around Calvin Britain school and 
McCord and overlooking Morton Hill 
School. This troubles me. And now they 
are casting eyes on some of the most 
valuable real estate in the city. People 
have to work together to save our city 
from the developers and corporations. 

— Clellen Bury 


THE PARK BELONGS TO 
THE CHIDLREN 

I think about our little city of Benton 
Harbor and what is happening 
with our waterfront. I’m going to 
put it in God’s hands. Things are 
being taken away from our children, 
the ones here now and the 
ones in the future, because of the 
corporations. They don’t care what 
effect it will have on the poor. 

— Mary Carter 





















